A New Congregation Should Take The Following Steps
Toward Developing A Core Group Covenant:

Step 1: Develop sensitivity to the Lord’s leadership. There comes a time when the Lord “births” His church. At that point, the covenanting process should begin.
Step 2: Lead the congregation in a study of Scripture. Concentrate on the “one another” passages. (Found in Basic Training Participant’s manual at end of Unit 8: Relationships.) Examine the New Testament for characteristics of Christians’ relationships to each other in a local church.
Step 3: Identify the relational elements that are indispensable in the church. Structure these elements into a document that includes statements of introduction and conclusion.
Step 4: Secure unanimous and personal agreement by every church member. The covenant is a statement that defines the relationships into which new members are received. It also becomes a clear statement for discipline.
A covenanting service should be a significant event in the life of a new church. It is not a goal to achieve. It is an outward expression of a church’s internal awareness of its status before God and its spiritual birth as a local expression of the body of Christ. A church should celebrate its covenant often.

Sample Covenant for Core Group
Or New Church
We, the members of _______________ Church, do hereby covenant with each other before God to: 
Be family; to be committed to each other; to love, accept, and forgive each other until death or God’s call causes us to part.
Live in Jesus Christ and take His commands seriously.
Help one another grow toward Christian maturity by bearing one another’s burdens, encouraging one another, exhorting one another, praying for one another, confessing our sins to one another, speaking the truth in love to one another, admonishing one another, building up one another, teaching one another, comforting one another, submitting to one another, serving one another, patiently bearing with one another, being hospitable to one another, greeting one another, living in peace with one another, regarding one another as more important than ourselves, caring for one another, exercising our spiritual gifts to serve one another, being kind and tenderhearted to one another, being devoted to one another, accepting one another, forgiving one another, loving one another.
We invite fellow members to pray for us, teach us, correct us, or rebuke us, if necessary, in a spirit of gentleness and humility should we stray from our Lord’s commands, because the thing we desire most in life is to serve Christ. We voluntarily submit ourselves to one another and to the discipline of the church. Such discipline will always be for the loving purpose of restoration—restoration to fellowship with God and with the covenant community—and it will always be done in accordance with Matthew 18:15-22.
Bring honor to the body of Christ by maintaining a good testimony.
We enter into this covenant because we have the common purpose of obeying Jesus Christ, and because we believe that we need one another’s help to do this.
As believers, and disciples of Jesus Christ, we have entered into a covenant relationship with the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob—with the God who revealed Himself in Jesus. Since the blessings and promises of the covenant have been freely extended and given to us, out of wonder, love, thanksgiving, and reverence, we hereby accept and take up the covenant responsibilities that go with such a privilege. This is our reasonable service, and we should do nothing less.
God helps us all! We rely on His grace and hold fast to His promise that there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.

