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Appendix C
Research Module

Jim Slack
3.
SAMPLE POPULATION PROFILES

3.1
TEMPLATE














Population:














____________________














Language:














____________________














Religion:














____________________














Status:














____________________

PEOPLE PROFILE SUMMARY

1. Have they heard the Gospel?

Pastor/Evangelists to Population 1990:
1 pastor/evangelist for every _____ persons.  (total pastors/evangelists-_____.)


Missionaries to population 1990:
1 missionary for every _____ persons.  (total missionaries - _____.)


Number of mission agencies targeting this people group _____.

Who is Jesus Christ to them?
% Believe Jesus is the Son of God.








% Believe Jesus is a Prophet, Teacher, a Good Man, but not God's Son.








% Believe Jesus is myth.








% Have never heard His name.








% Other __________________________________________________.

2.
Have They Responded to the Gospel?

Believers to Population

1980: 1 believer to every _____ persons.  (total believers-_____) (_____%)








1990:  1 believer to every _____ persons.  (total believers-_____) (_____%)

Is there adequate prayer for this people?

Number of churches/fellowships adopting this people group _____.

3.
Do they have a Church?
Churches to Population

1980: 1 church for every _____ persons.  (total churches-_____)








1990:  1 church for every _____ persons.  (total churches-_____)

Total Number of Communities (cities, towns, villages)-__________.

Churches to Communities

1980: 1 church for every _____communities.  (without a church-_____)








1990:  1 church for every _____ communities.  (without a church-_____)

4.
Does this People Group have the Word of God Translated into their Mother Tongue?
(N.T., O.T., Portions)

In What Forms?  (Printed, audio, visual)

5.
Any Hindrances to Scripture Distribution?
Literacy Rate: _____%

6.
What other forms of Gospel Presentations are available?
Recordings:


Radio:

Literature:


Video:

Films:



Other:

7.
Are they receptive to change and to Christianity?
8.
Do they require outside (Cross-Cultural) assistance?

(Why or why not?  Conclusions based on answers to questions 1-7)

PEOPLE GROUP DESCRIPTION

LOCATION/ENVIRONMENT INFORMATION

GENERAL DESCRIPTION

LANGUAGE/LITERACY INFORMATION


Adult Literacy (%)

Speaker (%)


Primary Language:

Speakers (%)


Second Language:

Speakers (%)


Third Language:


Speakers (%)

ECONOMICS

Occupations:


Income Sources:


Products/Crafts:


Trade Partners:


Modernization/Utilities:


Other:

LIVING CONDITIONS/COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT STATUS


Food:


Shelter:


Clothing:


Health Care:


Water (Domestic/Agricultural):


Energy/Fuel:


Other:

SOCIETY:


Family Structures:


Neighbor Relations:


Rule/Authority/Selection:


Social Habits/Groupings:

Cultural Change:




(  ) Static

 (  ) Slow

(  ) Medium


(  ) Rapid

Acculturation to Nat'l Society:

(  ) Distant

(  ) Near


(  ) Semi

Self Image:





(  ) Threatened
(  ) Depressed
(  ) Prestigious/Proud


Judicial System/Trial punishment:


Crisis/Conflicts - History/Status:


Celebrations/Recreation"


Art Forms:


Media (Radio/TV/Newspapers/Films/Videos/Recordings):


Other:

CHILDREN/YOUTH

Education/Type of Schooling:


Labor/Tasks


Problems (Morality/Family/Insurrection/Etc.:


Greatest Needs:


Other:

RELIGION

Religions Practiced
Adherents
% Practicing


Primary:


Secondary:


Tertiary:


Religious Practices/Ceremonies:


Redemptive Analogies/"Bridges":


Spiritual Climate/Openness

RECOMMENDED APPROACHES FOR GOSPEL
ITEMS FOR PRAYER
BIBLIOGRAPHY
STATUS OF CHRISTIANITY
REACHED STATUS

Reported:



Selected


Verified:



Supported:


Evaluated:



Engaged:

CHURCH GROWTH

Total Believers:


Worship Centers:


Total Baptized:


Preaching Points:


Pastors:




Schools:


Lay Leaders:



Clinics/Hospitals:


Average Attendance:

Literacy Centers:

HISTORY OF CHRISTIANITY IN GROUP

Year began:


By whom:


Significant events:

SCRIPTURE/LITERATURE/MEDIA STATUS

Scripture:


Literature:


Recordings:


Films:


Radio:


Video:


Audio/Visual:

ORGANIZATIONS WORKING AMONG

Name

Country of Origin
Ministry

Adherents
Congregations
Workers


Number of additional groups working among:


Total of all groups working among:


Total expatriate (Foreign) missionaries:


Total Domestic (National) missionaries:

RESPONSIVENESS


Attitude to Christianity:


Openness to Religious change:


Ministries Responsive to:


Resistance/Receptivity:

(INSERT GRAPH HERE)

Resistant
Indifferent
Receptive

PRESENCE OF CHRISTIAN MINISTRIES
0=None





Home/Family:


Business and Commerce:

1=Poor





Church:




Arts/Entertainment:

2=Fair





Education:



Government:

3=Adequate
Media:

U=Unknown

SPECIFIC WAYS TO REACH THESE PEOPLE
CURRENT NEEDS
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION

PART ONE: INVESTIGATING A POPULATION SEGMENT

2.
DIGGING DEEPER_________________________________________________

The following worksheet was derived from the actual investigations into a particular unevangelized population segment by one of CSI's first Strategy Coordinators.  It is included here as a guide to stimulate imagination, provoke insights and ensure thoroughness in research by subsequent Strategy Coordinators.  New findings by Strategy Coordinators in training should include the following types of information, trying, where possible, to go beyond to new areas of understanding.  As you work through this worksheet you will want to maintain careful notes and bibliographic records for future reading in a separate notebook, computer file, or database.

I. Characteristics of this Population
A. What is the history of this people (or, throughout, this city or this population)?

1. General description, including:

a. What are the ethnolinguistic origins of this people?

b. In broad outline, what is the history of this people in modern times?

2.
Bibliography and information sources for further exploration

B. How best would you characterize the culture?

1. General description, including:

a. To what extent has this people maintained a distinctive cultural tradition?

b. To what extent has this people been assimilated ethnically and/or culturally into the surrounding region or nation?

c. With what other distinct cultures or ethonolinguistic groups does this people share cultural affinities?

2. Bibliography and information sources for further exploration

C.
What is the nature of the language used by this people?

1.
General description, including:

a.
To what linguistic family does this language belong, and what are some cognate languages?

b.
What is the relation of this language to the official national language?

c.
To what extent are the people bilingual?

d.
Is this a literate or oral language only?

e.
What is the status of literacy--in this language,--in the national language?

f.
What is the status of Scripture translation into this language?

g.
What bilingual dictionaries are available for this language?

h.
Where do diaspora communities exist from which to learn this language?

2.
Bibliography and information sources for further exploration

D.
What is the status of education among this people?

1.
General description, including:

a.
What is the literacy rate?

b.
What unique problems exist regarding education?

c.
Are there any schools where English is taught?

d. Are there any special school networks related to this people which exist outside of this group's native environment?

2.
Bibliography and information sources for further exploration

E.
What is the demographic make-up of this people?
1.
General description, including:

a.
What is its population?

b.
In what geographical are the people dispersed?

c.
What is the relationship of this people to the larger national/regional population?

d.
What other ethonolinguistic groups live in the vicinity of these people?


2.
Bibliography and information sources for further exploration

F.
Describe this people's geographic location.
1.
General description, including:

a.
What are the terrain and climate like?

b.
How the terrain affects the people's lifestyle (health, livelihood, isolation, etc.)?

c.
Is the primary living region for this people affected by any chronic natural disasters?

d. In what major urban centers do these people reside?

e. What are the chief villages, towns or cities of this people?

f. What natural contacts exist between this people and other ethnolinguistic groups residing outside this region?

2.
Bibliography and information sources for further exploration

G.
How would you describe this people's current political status?
1.
General description, including:

a.
What is the national political structure?

b.
What is the regional political structure?

c.
To what extent is this people engaged in the local, regional or national political structure?

d.
What if any historic political events relate this people to the broader political context?

2.
Bibliography and information sources for further exploration

H.
How would you profile this people's economic situation?
1.
General description, including:

a.
What is the national, regional and local policy regarding economic practice?

c. To what extent does the geography dictate economics for this people?

d. What is the status of distribution of wealth among this people?

How does this people's economic status compare with that of the rest of the nation? -with the rest of the world?

e. What trade routes or economic ties exist between this people and neighboring peoples or urban centers?--neighboring countries?--the outside world?

f.
What economic trends appear to be underway?

2.
Bibliography and information sources for further exploration.

I.
What is the religious status of this people?
1.
General description, including:

a.
What is the predominant religion?

e. What minority religions or sects exist?

f. What peculiar characteristic of these religions (e.g. sects, deviations) exists among these people?

d.
What is the population ratio of adherents to each of these religious groups?

e.
What religious trends are underway among these people?

2.
Bibliography and information sources for further exploration

J.
What is the status of technology and communication among these people?

1. General description, including:

a. What is the status of electric utilities among these people?

b. What is the status of mass communication among these people (access to television, radio, etc.)?

c.
What major technological trends are underway among these people?

2.
Bibliography and information sources for further exploration

K.
What additional finds have you come across in your research which do not adhere to the categories listed above?
1.
General description, including:

a.
What persons, experts, etc.?

b.
What research centers?

c.
What research methodologies?

d.
What serendipitous findings?

2.
Bibliography and information sources for further exploration

II.
Research Methodology

A.
Preliminary considerations:
1.
Use discretion in researching your population segment.

a.
Ninety percent of the unreached peoples and cities exist under a government system that does not want them to be reached.

b.
Therefore, it may not be to your advantage or to the benefit of your people for you to be known in broad circles as a researcher of this people.


2. Be aware that the greatest amount of useful data is found only after you have exhausted standard information sources.

a.
Much of the useful data that can be gathered comes as referrals from someone who knows you are interested in this subject.

b.
Therefore, networking is crucial to your task.
3.
Give careful thought to the perimeters of your study.

a.
How much time do you have available to spend on research?  A few months, a year?

b.
How much money do you have to spend on research?  Remember a two-hour data search on NEXIS can cost $300.  At the same time 100 letters requesting information might cost only $50.

c.
Most importantly, how much information do you need to accomplish your specific objective?

4. Assuming that few, if any, members of this people speak English, where and how will you learn to speak their language or a trade language?

a.
Do any diaspora communities of this population live in the free world?

b.
Would it be to your advantage to relocate within the proximity of a diaspora community?

5.
Be prepared to act as a facilitator of information between various evangelistic groups.

a. Anticipate potential problems, which might arise as various groups are engaged in the evangelization of this population segment.

b. Coordinate these various resources and your growing body of information in a manner that will best contribute to this population's evangelization.

B.
Begin by conducting the broadest possible search for information.
1. Copy Encyclopedia Britannica articles including other related topics found in the index volume.

a. Start a file folder for every subject heading.  Add materials and start new files throughout your research.

b. Begin a list of names of those persons knowledgeable about your people.  Begin with the author of encyclopedia articles and dissertations concerning your subject.

2.
Search out the following sources of information:

a.
Dissertation abstracts.

b. U.S. Government state department area handbooks for the nation where your people reside.

c. The National Geographic cumulative index.

d. The card catalog headings related to your subject or authors whose names have appeared as experts on this subject.

e. Consult a knowledgeable database researcher and query of the major databases such as OCLC, NEXIS, LEXIS or DIALOG for information utilizing place names, alternate spellings and persons.

f. Determine what universities around the world have done major anthropological studies on this area of the world through consulting the HRAF microfiche collection.

g. Check the People of the Earth, a set of 20 volumes by Danbury Press.

h. Check the 20-volume Illustrated Encyclopedia of Mankind by Marshall Cavendish (This only has detailed information on 500 peoples.)

i. Determine if Foreign Broadcast Information Service (FBIS) material is available from your area.  Consult a federal repository or your local embassy library.

j. Consult international business publications for information on factories, investments, joint ventures and multi-national industries operating in this area.  This data is available through the U.S. Commerce Department.

k. Check periodical indexes for history, anthropology, religion, sociology, geography, etc., for articles on your population.

l. Does the Peace Corps operate in this country?

3. Stop periodically and think, who do you know that is most likely to know someone who has information on these people.  Write letters to the first 5-10 people who come to mind.

C.
Closing in on your subject:
1.
List the names of the authors of all dissertations and books who have written on your people.

a. Locate (inexpensively) the dissertations that might contain information on your people.

b. After securing the dissertations, copy the bibliographies in them and note any sources that contain more information than the body of the dissertation.  Locate these sources.

2. Request books and articles through inter-library loan.  Do these books and articles mention additional persons or materials that might have relevant data?

3.
Pause to think:

a. Who would have the most recent information on these people?

b. Would contacting any persons or agencies jeopardize their eventual chances of ministering to these people?

c. Write or call 10-20 of the most promising persons in organizations that might have specific information that you need.

4. Determine which universities in America have foreign students who might have knowledge of your people.

5. List the five most important questions you need to answer in order to accomplish your ministry, be specific.

6.
Now review the data that you have collected thus far.

a. Much of your information on this population segment may seem contradictory.

b. In light of the "Give Most Important Questions" listed above in #5, where should you now focus your attention?
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